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WITH MY PHYSICS DEGREE?
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The Perception
of physics career options 

at the bachelor’s level
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Data. How many?

Good news.

Physics bachelor’s 
degree production 
is on the rise.
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Physics students have broad interests

• About 1/3 of all physics majors graduate with a double 
major



One year later.

Good news!
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What about PhDs?
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Less than 5% of Physics Bachelor’s 
degree recipients will enter academia in 

a tenure track position

Primary employment for PhD 
physicists is in the private sector!

FMI: 
https://www.aip.org/statistics/whos-

hiring-physics-phds



So, where do all those BS/BA 
physics graduates go?
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Anythin
g!

Students should be equipped for
the path they choose when they 
complete their bachelor’s degree. 

Departments that provide robust programs 
addressing a broad range of career 

trajectories for undergraduate students 
tend to be most successful.



Resources are FREE.
https://www.spsnational.org/career-resources/career-

pathways
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Working with laboratory
instruments

Computer hardware and 
software

Conducting research Analysis and quantitative 
thinking

Communicating 
complex ideas Working with others

Problem solving and 
critical thinking Others??

Physics – Common skills / skill sets

AIP Careers Toolbox for Undergraduate Physics Students



I can’t wait to hear 
where *your* 

Career pathway 
takes you!



www.spsnational.org

AIP Careers Toolbox for Undergraduate Physics Students

Toni Sauncy
tsauncy@tlu.edu
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